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her the House concurred in this action, though
slightly modifying the Senate resolution.
The amendment was ratified by the required
number of state legislatures by January,
1919, and the Eighteenth Amendment be-
came effective January 16, 1920,
Prior to the adoption of tne Eighteenth
Amendment the Government had taken
measures to restrict the manufacture and
consumption of alcoholic liquors. In 1918,
as a war measure, Congress passed a bill
which was signed by President Wilson, the
main purpose of which was to stimulate food
production, but which contained a rider
making the country entirely dry after June
30,1919. It was specified that this condition
should continue until demobilization of the
army. Sentiment in favor of these war
measures was largely responsible for the
ratification of the Amendment before the
June date was reached, making- it ineffective, j
In the years that followed, strong protests
were made by large sections of the people
against the enforcement of the law on the
claim that it was sumptuary legislation and
an infringement on personal rights. There
developed a large illicit trade in alcoholic
liquors, manufactured in secret and smuggled
from abroad*
The large profits to be made attracted a
class of- lawbreakers who with little effort
at secrecy sold- illicit liquor. Enforcement
agencies were to a degree ineffectual, and the
government could not profit from the illegal
traffic. In February, 1933, Congress sub-
mitted to the states a new Amendment (it
became the Twenty-first) to repeal the
Eighteenth. In the same year, on December
5, the necessary thirty-sixth state had ratified
it, and national prohibition was killed, after
being in effect 13 years, 10 months, 19 days.
Prohibition Elsewhere. Liquor consump-
tion was curtailed in Europe during the war
because of the shortage of foodstuffs, but in
practically all European countries the drink-
ing of beer and wine continued. However,
liquors are sold under restrictions, and there
is in most sections a growing prohibition sen-
timent.
Quite early in the war the czar of Russia
prohibited the sale of vodka, the national
drink of the Russians. After the revolution
the Soviet authorities restored the sale of
vodka, but made the traffic a state monopoly.
During tie war all of the Canadian provinces
except Quebec adopted temporary prohibi-
 tion; after the war, by referendum vote,
several provinces abandoned absolute prohi-
bition, and placed the sale of alcoholic
liquors under strict government regulation.
PROHIBITION4 PA&TY. See political
paeties in the united states.
PROMETHEUS, promefthuse, in Greek
mythology, one of the Titans, brother of
Atlas and Epimetheus and father of Deu-
calion. His name means forethought, as that
of Epimetheus signifies afterthought. He
wanted to bestow some great gift on man,
and stole fire from heaven and brought it
to earth, thus rousing the anger of Jupiter,
who to punish him had Prometheus chained
to a rock. EEere an eagle came every day
and devoured his liver, which during the
night grew again. This torture Prometheus
endured for centuries, until he was set free
by Hercules.
PROMISSORY NOTE, a written promise
to pay a certain sum of money, either on
demand or at a future fised or determinate
time. If it is payable to the order of a per-
son or to bearer, it is negotiable. The fol-
lowing is the most common form of a negoti-
able promissory note:
$500	chicago, ill-., March 9, 1947.
Sixty days after date I promise to pay C. D.,
or order, five hundred dollars, with interest at
the rate of six per cent per annum, for value
received.	A. B.
This note will be negotiable when endorsed
by C. D. If it is sold or transferred without
his endorsement, the person to whom it is
transferred accepts only such rights in it as
C. D. possesses. The one who makes the
promise is the maker of the note, the one to
whom the promise is made is the payee. See
negotiable instruments.
PRONG'HORN, a beautiful little American
animal about the size of a goat and shaped
like a deer. The adult is four and a half feet
long and three feet high. Its hair is yellow-
ish-brown above and white beneath; the
sheets are light; the rest of the head, which
is gazellelike in shape, is dark. The conical
horns, about a foot long, are covered with a
sheath, which is shed annually. The animal
is timid and suspicious and very fleet-footed,
outrunning the swiftest hounds. Formerly
large herds of pronghorns ranged the western
plains; then for years they were very scarce,
but large numbers are now found in the
Northwest, from Wyoming to Oregon. Where-
ever found, they are known incorrectly as

